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appreciate. In the eighth century caravan trade was growing
along the routes from Babylon, Nineveh, and Carchemish,
by Tarsus or Togarmah (Tilgarimmu), as far west as Sardis
and Ionia. But in 700 b.c. the empire of Midas lay astride
these routes, so that there is a priori probability that such
approximations to coinage as those of Sennacherib's
inscription became known there; and, also, when we
consider the position of Kyme as the officially recognized
port of Phrygia, that Kyme was indeed one of the points
at which the great idea first entered Greece.
Ephoros (if it was he) must have had something to go
on, some inscription or coins or early law, however much
he may have romanticized the history derived from these
impersonal data. It is not likely that he was a deliberate liar ;
he was, after all, a pupil of Isokrates, who though a rhetorician
had his ideals and did a great work in education; and the
fact that he makes a statement is insufficient reason for
believing the opposite.
Into this context fits the obscure tradition reported by
the elder Pliny 1 that " Midacritus was the first to import
lead from the Tin Island ". Later statements that Midas
the Phrygian " discovered " lead—statements dating from
the senile decadence of the ancient world—are probably
garbled versions of the same story, substituting a familiar
name for an unfamiliar.2 Whether or not this has anything
to do with the still more obscure allegation, in a fragment
of Diodoros,3 of a Phrygian command of the sea before the
Phoenicians, we should most probably see in Midakritos a
Greek sailor of Kyme, named " the Chosen of Midas " in
honour of the phil-Hellenic king, taking part, like the
1	Plumbum   ex   Cassiteride   insula   primum   adportavit   Midacritus.—
Pliny, N.H. vii, c. 56 (57), § 197, 5.    S. Reinach, in ISAnthropologie, 1899,
pp. 401-6, suggests Hellamkos of Lesbos as P.'s source.
2	Hyginus,274j Cassiodorus, Paricmwn, rii, 51. Reinach (loc. cit.) suggested
emending " Midacritus " in the Pliny passage into " Midas Phryx " to bring
it into line with these.   Better Cary, in J,H.S. xliv, suggests that if corrup-
tion has taken place it is more probably the longer and unfamiliar name
that has been corrupted into the simpler and more familiar,  Potius diffidlior
lectio.   Cf. Cary and Warmington, Ancient Explorers, pp. 80-1.
? i.e. Eusebios' " Thalassocracy List".

